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Outreach and Support for Immigrant Communities 


Grace and peace! This past Friday, more than 700 ) ™ 7 


“Lights for Liberty” vigils were taking place not just 
around the country, but globally. It was a 
demonstration of opposition to the way that 
immigrants and those seeking asylum in the USA are 
being treated, including the separation of children 
from parents. | was present at the vigil in Cookeville, 
TN where close to 100 people gathered. Cookeville is 
a small town. There is no detention center in the 
Cookeville area. However, people had real stories to 
Share and frustrations to express. Immigration is a 
complicated issue that the US Congress has not been 
willing to significantly address for decades. But how we treat people, 
speaks to who we are as a nation and as a people. 


There are several churches within the Southeast Conference that are active 
in outreach to those seeking asylum: providing them with food and support 
on their journey elsewhere; helping them find legal resources for their 
situation; providing them a place to lay their head. There are many 
individuals who are showing up to voice their strong opposition to 
situations; writing letters; and making phone calls. Others keep those 
involved in constant prayer. All of these actions witness to our Christian 
belief that everyone is a child of God and therefore should be treated with 
respect, dignity, and kindness. 


Much advocacy work happens locally within communities. However, the 
UCC Justice and Peace Action Network is our denomination’s grassroots 
advocacy network composed of individual members and local UCC 
congregations across the country. Anyone can join the Network 
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(www.ucc.org) for resources, as well as information about various issues 
grounded in General Synod resolutions and formed by a biblical 
understanding of prophetic ministry. 


We welcome articles for the Conference Connection from those of you who 
are involved in this issue to assist us in Supporting one another. | hope that 
we don't get so tired, frustrated, or callused that we let this basic issue fade 
from our hearts, prayers, and convictions. | praise God for your 
faithfulness! Blessings! Char Burch 


Blessings, Char 


News from the Conference Office 


Join the 2020 Annual Meeting Planning Committee 


The 2020 Southeast Conference Annual Meeting is only 10 months away! It 
is time to start planning for a spiritually uplifting gathering of our 
Conference community. This year, we invite anyone interested in serving on 
the Annual Meeting Planning Committee to submit your name for 
consideration. Our goal is to have a planning committee representative of 
the rich diversity of our Conference so that we can celebrate that richness 
together. 


The tentative date of the 2020 Annual Meeting is June 18-21, and the 
proposed site is in Montgomery, Alabama. If you would like to serve on the 
Planning Committee, you are committing to attending meetings (August in 
Montgomery; October in Marietta; May in Montgomery) and five virtual 
meetings (September, November, February, March, April). 


If you would like to share your time and talents to help plan our Annual 
Meeting, please fill out the form at the link below. You will be contacted by 
Ugena Whitlock, Conference Vice Moderator and Chair of the Planning 
Committee by August 5. 


Friends of the Conference 


What is the “Friends of the Conference” Fund? Those who attended the 
Annual Meeting or who are authorized ministers within the Conference 
may have noticed the flyer/letter about this special fund. This is an 
opportunity for individuals to directly support the ministry and mission of 
the Southeast Conference. 
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You can make a difference so that together we can make a difference! 


Contributions can be made online through the Conference website at 
www.secucc.org or by sending a check payable to the Southeast 
Conference, P.O. Box 1950, Decatur, GA 30031, indicating that it is for the 
“Friends of the Conference” Fund. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2019. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of July 15 


First Congregational UCC; Birmingham, Alabama 
D. Houston Hall 

Shelli Poe 

Phillip Price 

Paige Pearson Wimberly 


Week of July 22 


Forgiving Heart Church; Columbus, GA 
Diantha Baker Brown 

Randy Hammer 

Thomas Query 

Ed Sunday Winters 

Patricia Keeler 
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Week of July 29 


Spirit of the Cross, Huntsville, AL 
Lacey Brown 

George Hartz 

Gerald Kummer 

Will Rabert, Jr 


In Our Prayers 


e Rev. Dan Rosemergy, long-term pastor of Brookemeade 
Congregational in Nashville, recently passed away. More details will be 
available soon. 

e Please hold Rev. Nancy Ditsch in your prayers. 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville 
AL; First Congregational, Birmingham AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta GA; First 
Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah 
GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL 


News from the Wider Church 


Some of the “work” of General Synod 
by Char Burch 


Although General Synod is over, there is much upon which to reflect. This 
includes business and resolutions that encourage local churches to 
consider, to study, and even act. | have included information about some 
items of business here and will continue doing so in the up-coming issues 
of the Conference Connection. During General Synod, there were definitely 
times of celebration and times of tension. 


Times of celebration included the recognition of both Spirit of the Cross, 
Huntsville, AL and Forgiving Heart UCC, Columbus, GA as churches new to 
the UCC since the last General Synod! The Rev. John Dorhauer was re- 
elected to another 4-year term as General Minister and President of the 
UCC and the Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson was elected as the Associate 
General Minister of Global Engagement and Co-executive of UCC/Disciples' 
Global Ministries, replacing the Rev. Jim Moos who decided not to seek a 
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third term. The Rev. Traci Blackmon continues as Associate General 
Minister for Justice and Local Church Ministries. Biographical materials for 
all three leaders are on the UCC website. 


There were 22 resolutions considered by the delegates. Below, | have very 
briefly summarized 7 of the resolutions, all of which passed. A more 
comprehensive explanation is on our website. The full text of the 
resolutions can be found on the UCC website. 


The Thirty-Second General Synod: 


1. Calls upon the UCC to advocate for US agencies to immediately end 
the practice of separating minor children from their parents. 

2. Urges all settings of the UCC and its members to recognize opioid 
addiction as a health epidemic. 

3. Calls upon Congress to conduct formal hearings to discover systemic 
and proximate causes of civilian violence in America. 

4. Recognizes a new Conference in Southern New England and vicinity 
(provisionally called the “TA1 Conference of the UCC’). 

5. Calls upon the national setting of the UCC to enable and encourage 
local churches and conferences to develop methods to raise the 
church's consciousness about private prisons. 

6. Recognizes the Iglesia Evangelica Unida de Puerto Rico as an 
ecumenical partner. 

7. Receives, the interfaith statement “A Just World for All: Engaging with 
All God's Creation” for 5 use in UCC engagement with world religions 
and spiritualties 


Look for additional resolution summaries in the next issue of the 
Conference Connection! 


News from our Local Congregations 


Birmingham UCC Congregations Plan Joint Study of 
UCC "White Privilege" Curriculum 


All four Birmingham UCC congregations were represented in the July 8 
planning meeting for a joint study of the curriculum White Privilege, Let's 
Talk: A Resource for Transformational Dialogue. We agreed that a study 
utilizing the Facilitator Guide and led by two-member teams drawn from 
the congregations, would be good spiritual preparation for community 
outreach and receiving new members; and we hope that undertaking this 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=01e3cc7a8e Page 5 of 8 


SECUCC Conference Connection: July 17, 2019 2/20/23, 1:22 PM 


study together will strengthen our congregational relationships and 
cooperation through deepening our understanding, commitment, and 
activism for racial justice. The study will begin in September and meet 
monthly for six months. Our plan is that this first study will prepare the 
leaders of future studies, and that we will offer the curriculum periodically. 


UCC Churches Participate in "Lights for Liberty" 


United Church of Christ clergy and congregations from across the 
Southeast took leadership, served as hosts, lit candles and planned follow- 
up actions during many of the hundreds of "Lights for Liberty" vigils held 
Friday evening, July 12. The events around the country protested the 
treatment of migrants and asylum seekers detained at the southern U.S. 
border, in what national vigil organizers refer to as concentration camps. 
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Upper left: Kirkwood UCC, Atlanta; Upper right: Central Congregational Atlanta; 
Lower left: United Church of Cookeville; Lower right: Pleasant Hill Community 
Church 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


2019 UCC Southern Region Women’s Retreat 


UCC Sisters and Friends are invited to come and join us 
at this year’s Southern Region Women’s Retreat. This 
event includes the United Church of Christ 
Conferences: Southern, Florida, Southeast and South UCC Southern Region 
Central. Meet us in the mountains at Blowing Rock WOMEN’S 
Conference Center (BRCC) in Blowing Rock, North 

Carolina for this year’s retreat. RETREAT 


Strong Sisters’ Stories 
. . EE 
The theme for the weekend is “Strong Sisters’ 


Stories.” This fun and meaningful gathering is taking place October 18-20, 
2019 (Friday, Saturday & Sunday). This will be a time of fellowship, 
relaxation and renewal for all of us. During our time together we will 
experience Strong Sisters’ Stories brought to life through Story Sessions, 
Worship, Missions, Prayer, Free-time, Fun-time and more. 


Registration is NOW OPEN - Fill out your Registration Form and send it to 
the Registrar before the deadline (early bird deadline is August 30). (Note: 
You only need to send back pages 2 and 3 of the 3-page Registration 
packet). 


Contact Us 
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Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; courch@secucc.or¢g 
Assoc. Conference Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hbardole@secucc.org 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@se¢ 
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